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Children's Lighthouse wins franchise award

Click-2-Listen %

By Dan Scanlan, My Southside Sun
Jacksonville's Children's Lighthouse Learning Center has won the franchise's first "Franchise of the Year Award.”

The center, owned by Lucinda Hietbrink, opened in 2006. Children's Lighthouse executives recognized the Jacksonville location because they believe the center has
exceeded its "Promise to Parents" in providing management and staff who do what's right for students.

Children's Lighthouse Corp., based in Fort Worth, Texas, has 21 locations in three states.

http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/022308/ner 249511636.shtml 3/12/2008
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Childrens Lighthouse marks
National Teacher Appreciation Week

Students at Childrens Lighthouse Learning Center in Deerwood
recently made sure their teachers were recognized for all their hard
work during National Teacher Appreciation Week. Instructors at the
childhood learning center received pampering back massages and ice
cream sundaes.
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Dogs help youngsters with reading

Reading Education Assistance Dogs was held Nov. 2.
Special to River City Hews

The children read and the dogs listened recently as Children's Lighthouse
Learning Center in Deerwood hosted a fundraiser for the Reading
Education Assistance Dogs, or READ program, which aimns to improve
children's reading and commminication skills by having therm read to
trained and certified dogs.

On hand were two  Linda Tipton and Maggie szsist CollinWilzon and Elisza Stutmann

READ teams: MWagoie and her trainer Linda Tinton and Wolly with her in reading & book at the Reading Education Assistance Dogs
e Banist%rgl P ¥ event st Children's Lighthouse Learning Center in Deervwood.

Special

Children from Children's Lighthouse were given the opportunity to read to the FEAD tearns while thewr parentz could purchasze
their children's artwork through Original Worlgs, the first company to develop a school-based program focused on the creativity
and artistic expression of each and every child.

Artwotls created by the children wasz azsembled into paclzages for each parent. Fach package included the artworls, order form,
full color brochure and a custormzed letter describing the program. A portion of the money from those itermns purchased by
parents went to the READ program. A total of $400 was raised through the READ fundraiser.

around the country, hundreds of volunteer FEAD teamns, which consist
of owners and therr pooches, go mto schools, hbraries and other settings
to work with children.

The team of Maggie and Linda this year has visited places such as
Barnes & Moble in the 5t Johns Town Center, Juvenile Detention
Center, WMasville branch lbrary, Wlain Libratry and many other
corrnunity braries and facilities.

Children's Lighthouse owner Lucida Hiethrinls partnered with Kelly
Blackburn in starting Pawsitive Pets ahout a year ago in efforts to bring
READ to the Jacksonville area,

The READ teamns are currently zerving Arlington Whddle School,
Jackzon Turner poses with Maggie and Mally st the program, Greenland _Pmes ElEInEIltEIIY, Hen[.hwks Elf:mentaiy, I _Aﬂm ‘E_KXDH :
where kids read ta dogs. Wontessori Elementary, New Berlin Elementary, Lakeside Jundor High,
Special Ramona Flementary, Jaclksonwille Public Library, Duwal County

Detention Center, Chuldren's Lighthouse Learning Center and Barnes &
Moble.

Established in 2006, Children's Lighthouse Learning Center at Deetwood provides care and preschool preparation for children
ages 6 weeks to 5 years old.
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Kids make
friends with
Duce the
snake

And they meet
others at the
'Zoofari' event.

Special to River City News

SFUdentS at Chi Idr_en S Tamara Rodda of the Jacksonville zoo tells (from left) Thanmai
Lighthouse Learning Posina, Amy Yan and Lindsey Rolewicz about the ball python
Center recently had the she's holding. The Lighthouse Learning Center students
chance to get up-close learned about and met five animals.

and personal with Special

different types of animals during the Jacksonville Zoo's "Zoofari" event.

Before the kids got to see
and touch the creatures, Jimmy Kahre and Tamara Rodda from the zoo went over
all the different types of animals (farm, zoo, pets and wild animals).

Animals on hand were Gomez the parrot, Rocky the chicken, Shortail the baby
alligator, Duce the ball python, and Hobbes the ferret.

Each child got to touch the animals and learn about their features and habitats.
Children were also given the chance to ook at rare feathers, skulls and bones of
some of the animals that were discussed during the program.

"I liked the parrot because it can climb," student Jackson Sirdevan said.

"l liked the rooster because it has soft feathers,” said Thanmai Posina, while Amy

file://E:\ChildrensLighthouseWeb\CLHJAX\neR_5382853.htm 10/11/2006
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Y an said she liked it "because they are colorful."

According to Kahre, many children in the city do not get the chance to see a variety
of animals.

"This program helps
them to see these
different animals," he
said in a news

release. "The children are
also given the
opportunity to learn about
each animal's habitat,
which in returns teaches
children how to respect
animals."

Anes Thairovic pets Hobbes the ferret during a "Zoofari" event.
The visits teach children about the habit and habitats of
different creatures.

Special
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