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By Dan Scanlan, My Southside Sun 
 
Jacksonville's Children's Lighthouse Learning Center has won the franchise's first "Franchise of the Year Award."  

The center, owned by Lucinda Hietbrink, opened in 2006. Children's Lighthouse executives recognized the Jacksonville location because they believe the center has 
exceeded its "Promise to Parents" in providing management and staff who do what's right for students.  

Children's Lighthouse Corp., based in Fort Worth, Texas, has 21 locations in three states.  

Children's Lighthouse wins franchise award
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Childrens Lighthouse marks 
National Teacher Appreciation Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students at Childrens Lighthouse Learning Center in Deerwood 
recently made sure their teachers were recognized for all their hard 
work during National Teacher Appreciation Week. Instructors at the 
childhood learning center received pampering back massages and ice 
cream sundaes. 
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Kids make 
friends with 
Duce the 
snake 
 
And they meet 
others at the 
'Zoofari' event. 
 
Special to River City News  
 
Students at Children's 
Lighthouse Learning 
Center recently had the 
chance to get up-close 
and personal with 
different types of animals during the Jacksonville Zoo's "Zoofari" event. 

Before the kids got to see 
and touch the creatures, Jimmy Kahre and Tamara Rodda from the zoo went over 
all the different types of animals (farm, zoo, pets and wild animals).  

Animals on hand were Gomez the parrot, Rocky the chicken, Shortail the baby 
alligator, Duce the ball python, and Hobbes the ferret.  

Each child got to touch the animals and learn about their features and habitats. 
Children were also given the chance to look at rare feathers, skulls and bones of 
some of the animals that were discussed during the program.  

"I liked the parrot because it can climb," student Jackson Sirdevan said.  

"I liked the rooster because it has soft feathers," said Thanmai Posina, while Amy 
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Tamara Rodda of the Jacksonville zoo tells (from left) Thanmai 
Posina, Amy Yan and Lindsey Rolewicz about the ball python 
she's holding. The Lighthouse Learning Center students 
learned about and met five animals.  
Special 
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Yan said she liked it "because they are colorful."  

According to Kahre, many children in the city do not get the chance to see a variety 
of animals.  

"This program helps 
them to see these 
different animals," he 
said in a news 
release. "The children are 
also given the 
opportunity to learn about 
each animal's habitat, 
which in returns teaches 
children how to respect 
animals."  

Anes Thairovic pets Hobbes the ferret during a "Zoofari" event. 
The visits teach children about the habit and habitats of 
different creatures.  
Special 
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